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PORTRAITS OF AMATEURS. 
MISS ASHFORD. 

Miss Ashford is one of the last lady 
amateurs that have taken to acting within 
the last six months, and, be it said, one of 
the most promising. The progress she has 
made in so short a time has induced us to 
take thus early a notice of her, and to cheer 
her on in a career which, if pursued with 
the same diligence and ‘study, will ulti- 
mately prove most successful. We have 
seen this young lady in both tragedy and 
comedy, and it is rather difficult at present 
to say which she excels in the best. As 
the Queen in ‘ Hamlet,’ she is bold, majestic, 
and dignified, and her acting ismarked by 
well-studied classical positions, Her de- 
clamation is full of energy and pathos, and 
her action, though a little restrained, is, 
nevertheless, lady-like and pleasing. We 
very much admired her in the comedy of 
“The School for Scandal” as Lady Sneer- 
well. Her playfulness, and easy, careless 
manner was well assumed, and her con- 
ception of the character was very correct. 
In spirited, coquetish parts she is excellent, 
and there is much finish about her acting 
altogether. She possesses a fine figure, 
well proportioned, and is rather above the 
middle stature. Her features are rather 
small, but regular, and her voice, though 
not very powerful, is pleasing, and her 
articulation is distinguished by a clear 
pronunciation. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that 
Miss Ashford has many essential qualifica- 





tions for the stage ; and all that is required 
of her is, to be careful, and not get into bad 
habits by trying too many characters, 
without giving them proper study. We 
shall be very happy to see her succeed in 
a profession she seems to take so much de- 
light in; and having youth on her side, 
and other numerous qualifications which 
Nature has givea her, it now rests with 
herself to accomylish the remainder, by a 
close application to the study of our ancient 
and modern authors, and no aoubt she will 
become an ornament to the stage. 


The Theatres, 

The Haymarket Theatre has not lost its 
patent for repletion. Crowded benches— 
in pit especially—seem to prove that, though 
the manager has lost for awhile the services 
of Mr and Mrs Charles Mathews, “'The 
Overland Route,” with its vivid and amusing 
tableaux of P. and O. steamboat life, has not 
lost its attractions, or that Miss Florence 
Haydon, whose debut we noticed last week, 
has proved a new one. We apprehend— 
though, in common with the general public, 
we shall welcome the approaching re-appear- 
ance of Miss Amy Sedgwick—that the good 
ship ‘“‘Simoon,” with her quaint farrago of 
cuddy passengers, her stalwart officers, and 
her good genius of a doctor, might have lain 
for weeks to come on the Mazaffa Reef, 
without detriment to managerial interests, 
Sr. James’s.—Mr Alfred Wigan is busily 
engaged organizing a company and making 
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other arrangements for the opening of this 
theatre, which, however, will not take place 
before the end of October. Much has yet 
to be done to effect the intended alterations 
in the interior of the theatre, by which every 
possible comfort and convenience are to be 
ensured to the public. Much deliberation 
also has been necessary in the formation of 
a new company, to meet the requirements of 
that more refined and elegant species of 
entertainment which formed the stable 
attraction of the Olympic Theatre during 
Mr. Wigan’s late management, and which 
is to be the leading feature of his new 
theatre. It is understood that, in ad dtion 
to such available metropolitan favourites as 
Mr. Wigan has been able to engage at 
this advanced season of the year, he has 
made a judicious selection trom the pro- 
vincial theatres among the most talented of 
the young actors and actresses as yet 
unknown to London, and thus endeavoured 
to pour fresh blood into the veins of the 
metropolitan drama. As yet, however, no 
definite programme has been issued by 
the new lessee. We have authority for 
stating that the report of Mr. Palgrave 
Simpson having accepted the post of acting- 
manager, is absolutely a canard. Mr. 
Simpson, we believe, gives his friendly 
services to Mr. Wigan, in assisting him 
through the preliminary labours of his 
management, but he is not in any way 
attached officially tothe theatre. —AsTLEyY’s. 
—The hippo-dramatic spectacle of ‘Mazeppa’ 
will shortly be withdrawn, to make room 
for a spectacle, written by Fitzball, called 
* Robin Hood,” in which the whole of the 
resources of the establishment will be called 
into requisition —Criry of London.—Mr. 
N. TT. Hicks, of melo-dramatic renown, 
commenced an engagement at this theatre 
on Monday. During the week he has 
appeared as the Lion King, and received 
the usual “bravos” from houses very 
fairly attended. —EAsrERN OPERA, Pavilion. 
—Mr. Melchor Winter will make his first 
appearance at the east-end on Thursday 
next.—QueEeEn’s Theatre Hull—A most 
entertaining drama has been produced here, 
entitled a ‘* Poor Girl’s Temptation.” The 
plot is well carried out, and the acting of 
Mr. Montague and Mr. Haines is worthy 
of mention, and the piece altogether is 
deserving of along run. The Seven 
Poor Travellers,’ is in preparation, and 
will be produced shortly, —TzaTRERoyat, 














Newcastle.—The season has commenced, 
and we augur well of the new com. 
pany. Miss Desborough is becoming a 
favourite, as is Mr.Swinbourn, Mr. Cathcart 
is one of the best actors in his line that Mr, 
Davies has produced. A tenor singer is 
promised from Dublin; and Mrs, Hudson 
Kirby will be once again amongst her many 
admirers.—The Royat Pottery Theatre, 
Hauley, is reopened and doing good business, 
Several popular pieces have been produced 
by Mr. Rogers, the manager, and this week 
the visitors are promised the “ Queen of 
Cyprus, or The Female Warriors,” with new 
and costly Armour, Dresses, New Scenery, 
Machinery, Helmets, Banners, and Pro. 
perties, aided by numerous auxiliaries, which 
has been six weeks in preparation, Friday 
will be a grand and very fashionable night, 
—LetcrstER.—Our theatre, having been 
re-decorated and painted, was re-opened 
by Mr. Powell, on Saturday last with 
the performance of “The Lady of Lyons,” 
Mr. Powell himself sustaining the part of 
Claude Melnotte, and Miss Eliza Thorne 
that of Pauline. Mr. Powell has since 
appeared in “The Serious Family,” 
“ Money,” “ Hamlet.” The Amateur Per- 
formances for the Garibaldi Fund, on 
Thursday next, bid fair for success, nearly 
all the Box Tickets being already taken.— 
TueatRe Royat, Derby.—This theatre, 
which has been thoroughly cleaned and 
decorated, has been opened during the week 
with a talented dramatic company, under the 
management of Mr. C. Wilstone, of Derby. 


NATIONAL STANDARD. 

The engagement of Mr. Barry Sullivan, 
at this well-managed Theatre, has been the 
occasion for the performance of the higher 
drama; and Mr. Sullivan, with Miss Marriot, 
(from the Surrey,) has appeared in several 
Shakesperian characters, and other parts, 
acquitting himself, as did Miss Marriot, 
most successfully. Sir E. L. B. Lytton’s 
effective comedy of “‘ Money,” was played on 
Friday evening, 20th instant, to a crowded 
house; and in this fine piece, (so much 
reminding us in the character of Evelyn, 
of the philosophy which Shakespeare gives 
to Hamlet’s character,) Mr, Sullivan acted 
with great force and discretion, being 
supported by Miss Marriot, as Clara 
Douglas, most efficiently. We were pleased 
to notice also, that the company of the 
Standard, has been so carefully weeded that 
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there was not an ill-acted or badly dressed 
character in the whole dramatis persone. 
Mr. J. Johnstone’s Graves was carefully and 
amusingly rendered; Mr. Wallace did 
justice both in appearance and acting to the 
fop, Mr. Frederick as Blount; Mr. Bennet 
was a gentleman-like Lord Glosmore, 
and Miss Bennet and Miss Maria Booth 
efficient, the former as Lady Franklin; the 
latter as Georgina Vesey. Altogether the 
comedy of ‘‘ Money” was exceedingly well 
put upon the stage, and a test of Mr. B. 
Sullivan’s style was well chosen. 
E. H. M. 





‘TA SOMNAMBULA,” 
At the Eastern Opera House (Pavilion). 


The opera company here is evidently a 
successful speculation. Notwithstanding 
our alarm at the presence of military 
sentries from the Tower, in front of the 
theatre, we ventured in the other evening, 
and were agreeably surprised at the superior 
character of a place we had _ hitherto 
considered a minor house. 

The Pavilion has an unusually long and 
lofty stage, the house being of an immense 
size ; the former, therefore, is well adapted 
for operatic performances in which scenic 
effects are necessary. The Opera of “La 
Somnambula,” which we saw, demands 
scenery of a complicated character, and this 
Mr. Douglass has not failed to provide. 
Madlle. Lancia as Amina was, of course, 
the * bright and particular star ;” her voice 
is not powerful, the higher notes wanting 
clearness of tone; but, in the sleep-walking 
scenes of Amina, her singing and acting are 
all that could be wished. Mr. Parkinson’s 
Elvino is undoubtedly up to the mark ; his 
voice, which surprizingly resembles that of 
Sims Reeves, showing to great advantage 
in ‘“*Take this Ring,” and * Still so 
Gently.” 

The choruses, costumes, and groupings 
of the opera were highly effective, tasteful, 
and appropriate. E. H. M. 





BASS’S ROOMS. 

The Sixth Dramatic Performance of the 
Pimlico Amateur Society, under the 
management of Mr. R. Pepper, took place 
at the above rooms on Thursday last. The 
play selected ,was that of “ Virginius,” a 
very bold attempt; nevertheless, a very 

















praiseworthy one. Mr. Pepper made a 
first attempt in the part of “ Virginius,” 
with quite as much success as could 
reasonably be expected, having been very 
indifferently supported by those who 
undertook the minor characters. This ama- 
teur is always seen to the best advantage, 
where there is bustle and strong feeling of 
indignation required, and in those portions 
of the play he succeeded in an eminent 
degree, and obtained well merited applause. 
He was not sufficiently portly for . the 
noble Roman, being very slim in stature. 
However, we do not recollect any amateur 
that could have done the part more justice, 
under all circumstances, than Mr. Pepper. 
Icillius was in the hands of Mr, W. Parker, 
who was very painstaking, but was not 
well up in the text, a deficiency that 
interfered very much with his acting, 
otherwise his conception was quite correct. 
Mr. W. Dowie, as Appius Claudius, was by 
no means up to the mark ; he lacks dignity, 
and his voice is too weak to make an im- 
pression in such characters. How is it 
that this gentleman has such a disagreeable 
way of pronouncing his words, always con- 
cluding with hurr. He really should try 
to avoid it. Mr. Melville, as Dentatus, 
should have made the character more 
lively. Itis full of wit, and the author, no 
doubt, intended it to be more of a sarcastic 
character than otherwise. The gentleman 
who read the part of Caius Claudius did 
great things for it, and should have been 
cast for the character of Appius. He has 
a fine voice and good action. Miss Peto 
looked interesting as Virginia, and did all 
the character required; and Mrs. Parker 
was very efficient in the part of the Nurse, 
and where opportunity was given she dis- 
played both energy and pathos. The com- 
mencement of the play being driven off till 
after eight o’clock, we could not stop to 
witness the after-piece, having a distance of 
five miles to go before we could arrive at 
our home. 


Miss Stuart has gained a host of admirers at Ox- 
ford. The ‘Oxford Chronicle’’ observes ;—Miss 
Stuart has left to resume her engagement at the 
Lyceum, and we regret her departure. Coming 
amongst us as she did six weeks ago, as a stranger, 
her clear enunciation, lady-like manners, and care- 
ful conception of every character entrusted to her 
have won for her a degree of favour here which we 
predicted from the first, and which must be highly 
gratifying to a young actress, Her Lemuel'will not 
be soon forgutten; we shall watch her future career 
with interest, and hope somo day to seo her back 
here again,” 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Norice.—All Communications for the Editor to be 
forwarded, postage paid, to the Printer, No. 16, 
Yardley Street, Wilmington Square, Clerkenwell, 
and Advertisements to be forwarded not later than 
Monday, 12 o'clock. 

Manuel.— We should be obliged by your ordering the 
Journal of your Newsman ; if not, of course we 
will forward it by post. 

J. Artland.—Poor Flecman was an excellent 
teacher of dancing ; go to Mr. Frampton in the 
New-road, St. Pancras. 

Music.— Who is the best composer of music ? Balfe or 
MceFarren ; the former has had the most practice, 
it is really a matter for the connoiseur. 

A. Secretary.—Does Mr. W. M. Packer, of the 
National Assembly, Holborn, supply balls with 
music? Yes, apply at 42, Baker-street, Clerken- 
well, 
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THE STAGE CONSIDERED 
WITH RELATION TO THE DIVERS ATTACKS 


mortal from the crime of the spreading part 
of the business, and refers the execution of 
it to Stygian practice. The Devil, Mr, 
Best protests, is the party who “ inten- 
tionally spreads the net.” Whether the 
rey. gentleman has ever received any au- 
thentic information of the fact from a 
Mephistophelean source or not, it is im- 
possible for us to say, but he seems to lead 
one to suppose so from the earnestness 
with which he makes the assertion. 

Mr. Best also protests that ‘it must be 
evident to all reasonable and reflecting 
persons that he is not only fulfilling a 
bounden duty, but performing a charitable 
work, in endeavouring to deter all persons 
who come within the reach of his admo- 
nition and instruction, from all participation 
in those amusements which he believes to 
be very sinful in themselves, and highly 
dangerous to those who attend them.” 
Need it be said, to impartial persons, that 
the bases of such opinions as these are 
built upon sand, and their foundations must 
fall. Mr, Best very doubtless speaks what 





THAT HAVE BEEN MADE UPON IT BY 
MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. 


“To hold as ’twere the mirror 7° to Nature; to 
show Virtue her own image, scorn her own feature, 
and the very age and body of the time his form and 
pressure.” 

BY B. W. W. 

Part IV.—The Reverend Mr. Best.—Man “not 
doomed to stand amidst the Waters and thirst for 
ever |’? —The Jack Sheppard class of Drama de- 
trimental to the true purposes of the Stage.— 
“Taking the Lord’s name in vain” too much a 
characteristic of the Modern Drama, 


We will now spend a few moments in 
considering the strictures of another member 
of the Church—the Rev, Mr. Best. That 
gentleman, we cannot help thinking less 


he considers as implicit truth, and he may, 
in his own opinion, perform a charitable 
work in thus coming forward to deter 
persons from committing what he believes 
to be asin. But the thing is quite foreign 
to our comprehension, and we must protest 
that the reverend gentleman is seriously in 
error, or that he utters thoughts which 
are engendered under some extraordinary 
delusion . 

It has been very correctly remarked that 
“God has not doomed us to stand amid the 
waters and thirst for ever.” We draw 
from this the conclusion that man is not 
denied amusement; in fact, his very 
existence demands it. What else then, we 


wise than Solomon himself, quotes that | will ask, than amusement (instructive 


patriarch’s words, and says, ‘‘ Surely invain 


amusement, too) is a good sterling dramatic 


the net is spread in sight of any bird.” We | representation? If we see vice there 
suppose he would rather say that the stage | represented in all its deformity, is it at all 
is a “net,” and that its allurements are | necessary that that sin should be transferred 


held out to catch the unwary, at one swoop, 


as they do sprats. But it is not so; the | whatthe purposes of the stage are—* to. 


tous? No; the immortal bard has told us 


fact must be patent to all that the histrionic | show Virtue her own image, scorn her own 
art, as a popular amusement, blended with | feature, and the very age and body of the 
instruction, daily strengthens its hold upon | time his form or pressure.” It is not a 
the public. Why is this so? Because the | fact, as we are told, that every man who 
public of the nineteenth century are too | goes to the play and sees Iago is in danger 
good judges themselves to be led away by | of becoming himself an Iago. Nothing 


the bigoted opinions of any sect of persons. 
With regard to the “net” Mr. Best very 
willingly exculpates all parties that are 


could be more lame or impotent in its con- 
clusions than such an argument, When we 
go to atheatre we fully understand that we 
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are witnessing illusions; but with what 
majesty of truism do not these same 
illusions fall upon the ears and the under- 
standings of impartial observers. We are 
not here advocating the Jack Sheppard, the 
Dick Turpin, or the Claude Duval class of 
dramatic productions. These may be 
pernicious in their effects upon uneducated 
lads (to none else), because they set up high- 
waymen, housebreakers, and cut-purses for 
heroes, But those who regard the stage as 
an universal institution should not accept 
this class of productions as a type of the 
whole. 

“Tn the theatre and its amusements the 
evil is essential; the danger is scarcely to 
be escaped,” says Mr. Best. This is alto- 
gether wrong. The amusements are not evil 
necessarily, ‘essential,’ as he terms it, neither 
is the danger (what danger? Mr. Best has 
failed to explain this,) “scarcely to be 
escaped,” No danger whatever is to be 
apprehended to the most morally inclined 
from a visit to a properly-conducted theatre ! 
We assert this fact without equivocation or 
compunction, The matter may perhaps 
resolve itself into this,—that Mr. Best, like 
some other “ ungracious pastors do,” 
attempts to *‘teach the steep and thorny way 
to heaven, whilst he the primrose path of 
dalliance treads and recks not his own 
reed.” 

Mr, Best further strives to make it appear 
that, under the cloak of a fair outside, the 
theatre is neither more nor less than a thing 
of vice and deformity. ‘‘Its evils,” he 
observes, “are as much as possible con- 
cealed, lt gives forth choice stanzas and 
striking sentences, embodying _ beautiful 
sentiments. 1t has eloquence and poetry.” 
Verily, Mr. Best, it has all these, but we 
must deny that this is all done to hide any 
vice which is in the background, He 
further says: “there is something beside, 
or beyond, or behind all this”!! This 
assertion may be said to form a mighty 
puzzle for elucidation. Why should we not 
go up above, around, in the midst, and each 
side, as well as all the crevices, in addition 


‘behind”’ of all this (!) to search for the 
ighty conglomeration of evils? 
But Mr. Best, as in most else he has said, 
s altogether wrong here. It is a mere busi- 
hess of aspersing the drama, of which he 
an say not one good word. We dislike 


— TT 
Melpomene and Thalia are not so black as 
they are painted by these gentlemen, 
although they might well change colour 
under the treatment they meet with! 

Apart from all this, we must, never- 
theless, agree with Mr. Best in one thing, 
viz., “There is the direct dishonour done 
unto God by the profanation of his holy 
name.” This being a direct violence of the 
commandments, we cannot pretend to sup- 
port its practice, for it is one that should 
long since have been discountenanced. 
There are some instances in Shakespeare 
and the elder poets where invocations are 
offered up to the Almighty, that may be 
excused; but the practice is too much in- 
dulged in in modern productions, and 
often where most unnecessary. This should 
be lessened in practice. 








his blackening of the faces of the Muses. 


The stage has unquestionably been as 
good an aid to the advancement of refine- 
ment in England as any of the numerous 
causes that have brought about its develop- 
ment. This is testified in the worst of its 
poets, and anything that is likely to tend to 
its detriment should be, as far as prac- 
ticable, rectified. 

ECLECTIC HALL. 

Thanks to the proprietor, manager, or 
some one else, there has been a change in 
the performance at this theatre this last 
week, and “Othello” has gone to the 
tomb of the Capulets, and ‘ Richard III.” 
has risen in all his glory. We say glory in a 
double point of view, for the tragedy was 
well acted, and as for the dresses and 
scenery they could scarcely be surpassed, 
the costumier, Mr. Harrison, having on this 
occasion outdone all his former efforts. 
The scenery exhibited on this occasion 
was beautiful, and nothing could be more 
appropriate for the play or better executed ; 
there were either ten or twelve entirely 
new scenes by first-rate artists, which took 
the audience, and indeed ourselves, by 
surprise. 

But, now, as to the performance; as we 
have said, ‘Richard III.” was the play ; 
Mr. T. Simpson assumed the crooked-back 
tyrant with an unaccustomed energy by 
amateurs. He was letter-perfect in the 
text, and made all the well-known points 
with good effect; indeed, if anything was 
wanting, it was in all the minor portions of 
the character, that he slurred over very 
often rather carelessly. His brother was 
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the Richmond on the occasion, and he also 
was very good; his delivery of the prayer, 
with bended knee, the night before the 
battle was sublime, and met with a burst of 
applause from every part of the hall; the 
combat between these two amateurs could 
not be surpassed; it was never better 
executed on any stage; it had all the 
appearance of reality about it, and was 
admirably well managed. It would be 
hardly fair to scrutinize the elocution of 
the two brothers; suffice it to say, it was 
the only thing they were deficient in. Mr. 
Garrett, who was the Duke of Buckingham, 
must not go unnoticed. He was very 
perfect in the part, and gave a true picture 
of the deceitful king. His declamation was 
well delivered, and he showed evident 
signs of a well-studied memory. Nor was 
Mr. Dixon inferior to him in the part of 
Catesby. The part of Stanley fell to the 
lot of Mr. Anderton, who played it effi- 
ciently, Miss Moore and Miss Osmond, who 
played the two Princes, were also good; 
and the ladies—Mesdames Lynn, Monford, 
and Willoughby, looked and acted their 
parts very creditably. The after-piece was 
the “Bear Hunters,” which we have 
noticed before. 


E. KEAN AND COBHAM’S POPULARITY. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 

Dear Srr,—I read, with much pleasure, 
the letter of ‘W. B. W.’ in your last, res- 
pecting the merits of certain actors, 
*“W..B. W.’ mentions Cobham, the once 
popular actor of the Coburg Theatre—now 
the Victoria—and I entirely agree with 
him as regards the absurdity of comparing 
him with Charles Kean as Sir E. Mortimer. 
‘John Parry’ would have me to believe 
Cobham to have been a good and popular 
actor. I think Cobham’s popularity was 
obtained, in a great measure, by the strange 
and yery uncommon incident in which the 
great Edmund Kean figures conspicuously, 
With your permission, I will relate the 
event. ‘ 

When the elder Kean was at the height 
of his fame, he was tempted by large sums 
to the Coburg Theatre, where Cobham was 
sustaining the ‘leading business.’ When 
Kean was engaged, much jealousy and 
envy was felt by Cobham, and all his friends 


favour at the Coburg, and putting Cobham 
‘under a cloud.’ Therefore, when Kean 
made his first entrance as Othello, (Cobham 
playing Iago,) he was met with derisive 
laughter and hisses. Kean continued his 
part, and, during the first, second, third, 
and fourth acts, many of his most beautiful 
points were entirely spoiled by the noise, 
and flying of ginger-beer corks, which the 
great tragedian was not used tc, Cobham, 
on the contrary, was listened to with atten- 
tion, and applauded to the echo. By the 
time the fifth act was over, the disgraceful 
hissing and shouting, and calls for ‘ Kean, 
Kean,’ were tremendous; and Kean, fired 
with indignation, and warmed up by sundry 
glasses of gin-and-water, stalked before the 
foot-lights with all the majesty of an 
offended lion, his face still smeared with 
the burnt cork. He stood in the middle 
of the stage, and, regarding the audience 
with contempt, said, ‘I have played in 
almost every theatre in England and 
Ireland; I have played before many, many 
audiences, but never, in the whole course 
of my life, have I played to such a set of 
unmitigated brutes as I have this evening.’ 
With this, Kean stalked off, and a dead 
silence ensued for some few seconds, the 
audience being thunder-struck at Kean’s 
candour, But at last, a terrific shout rent 
the theatre for ‘Cobham, Cobham, Cobham.’ 
Cobham, who was in waiting at one of the 
wings, of course, instantly rushed on the 
stage, and, bowing politely, said, ‘ Ladies 
and gentlemen, I thank you for this kind 
reception from the bottom of my heart, and 
do assure you I shall never forget this, the 
proudest moment of my life. I have played 
in every theatre in England, and to thou- 
sands and thousands of people, but never, 
in the whole course of my life, have I played 
to such an enlightened and _ intellectual 
audience as I have now the honour to stand 
before.’ With this, Cobham bowed himself 
off, amidst thunders of applause. 

The reader understands all this, of course, 
It was a conspiracy to mar Kean’s success; 
and was as disgraceful and disreputable an 
affair as was ever heard of in the theatrical 
world, in my opinion. The above, then, 
I think, was the cause of Cobham’s little 
popularity; and the reader will now see 
why I call Cobham, in the commencement 
of this letter, ‘ the once popular actor ’—he 
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was an actor, with a brilliant, glorious, 
never-dying genius. And however Mr. 
John Parry, of the ‘Garrick Club,’ (?) can 
put him amongst the list of great trage- 
dians, whose merits were conversed on 
‘here last evening,’ passes my belief alto- 
gether. 
E. Writs FLercuer. 
Pimlico, Sept. 12, 1860. 


POLYGRAPHTC HALL. 


A Grand Concert and Drawing-room 
Entertainment was given at this hall on 
Monday, the 17th inst., by Messrs. A. N. 
Percival and §. Mason. The ostensible 
object of the entertainment was to con- 
tribute to the fund now being raised for 
the benefit of the workmen, who lost their 
tools, and have been thrown out of employ- 
ment in consequence of the recent disastrous 
fire at Messrs. Kesterton’s, in Long Acre. 

There was an excellent bill provided for 
the amusement of the patrons of the enter- 
tainment, and some very capital songs were 
sung by several very talented vocalists, 
amongst them Miss Eliza Ward, Miss Ellen 
Lyon, Miss Chipperfield, Miss Venables, 
Miss Fanny Bland, and Mr. Walbanck. 
Some scope was also given to some good 
choir singing, &c. The farce of the “ The 
Blighted Being ”’ was likewise presented, 
and created roars of laughter. Mr. Stephen 
Mason was the. O’Rafferty, in which he 
gave the brogue in a rich and highly 
humorous manner, Mr. R. Pepper and 
Mrs Parker also contributed materially to 
the success of this little trifle. 

We were sorry to observe a somewhat 
scanty audience, particularly as the enter- 
tainment was given for so laudable a 
purpose, 


Theatrical Gossip. 

A Dainty Dish.—Dominico, the harlequin, going 
to see Louis XIV. at supper, fixed his eyes on a 
dish of partridges. The king, who was fond of his 
acting, said, ‘‘ Give that dish to Dominico.” ‘‘ And 
the partridges too sire?” Louis penetrating into the 
artfulness of the question, replied, ‘‘And the par- 
tridges too.” The dish was gold. 


Srrtne the Wind.—Charles Bannister, walking 
into a coffee house one windy day, said that he never 
saw sucha wind, ‘Sawa ind, replied a friend, 
“what was it like?’ “Like,” answered the wit, 
“to have blown my hat off.” 

Sir William and Lady Don. — These popular 
favourites are on the eve of sailing to Australia, by 
the Blue Jacket, having accepted a lengthened and 
lucrative engagement in our distant colonies, 








Curisty’s Minstrels. — Mr. Torbe’s troupe of 
sable performers are now in the west of England, 
where they have been exceedingly snecessful. ‘They 
have recently visited Barnstaple, Ilfracombe, Tavi- 
stock, and other towns, where they have played to 
numerous audiences. Mr Brenner’s sweet vocal- 
isation of pathetic ballads, the comic abilities of 
Messrs Hutsfield and Russell,the nigger dancing of 
the latter gentleman, with the clever performance of 
Mr. Delaporte on the harp, and Master Robinson on 
the violin, gave complete satisfaction. 

Mx, and Mus, CuHArtEs Kean have arrived in 
Paris on a visit of a few days. 

Miss Julia Daly has been playing a successful 
round of characters at Oxford; her engagement 
terminated on Saturday. A local paper, speaking of 
her, says :—‘* Her acting is certainly something sui 
generis; she is quick and clever, and throws off with 
ease those airs of refinement which no doubt are 
natural to her, and is, in fact, a thorough American, 
approaching nearer to Mrs. Barney Williams than 
anybody'else we remember. Miss Daly has more- 
over a nice voice, particularly in the upper notes, 
and considerable execution.” 

Ho LiowAy’s Ointment and Pills.— Pimples, Boils, 
Carbuncles, Abscesses.—These maladies arise from 
some obstruction to the free circulation of blood 
through the blood vessels or capillaries; and the 
only rational mode of cure consists in removing tho 
local impediment, at the same time that any im- 
purity engendered by thé stoppage should be filtered 
from the blood. Holloway’s Ointment, applied to 
the part effects the first, his Pills avcomplish the 
latter object. The inflamed skin derives softness, 
coolness, and ease from the application of this un- 
guent which gradually penetrates to the affected 
tissues, and soon restores the circulation and its 
channels to a healthy condition, and saves the sufferer 
from most serious diseases—which too frequently 
follow from carelessness or injudicious medical treat- 
ment, 





ROYAL SOHO THEATRE. 


ir the Benefit of Mr. Charles Bryan, the 

“ Whitefriars, or the Haunted House in West- 
minster’; the ‘*Governor’s Wife.” 
with ** Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’’ 

Any lady or gentleman wishing to take characters 
can do so on the most reasonable terms. Apply by 
letter to Mr. Charles Bryan, 30, Lower Henry-st., 
St. John’s Wood, N.W. Enclose a stamp for reply. 


Conclude 


- THE ELLISTONIANS 
AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY, 
75, Bolsover Street, Portland Place. 
Director, ....++.+..-Mr. 8, Clarke, 


(Puen of the Winter Season.— 

Members are requested to assemble at the above 
address on Thursday evening, Sept. 27th, at 9 o’clock 
precisely. 

Gentlemen wishing to become membets must 
communicate (by letter) at the earliest opportunity, 
or personally, any Thursday evening, on and after 
Oct. 4th. 

GARRICK DRAMATIC CLUB. 
Established 1855, 
ie reply to numerous inquiries, it is respect 
fully announced that the members of the above 
Club will RE-COMMENCE their PERFOR- 
MANCES early in November. 

One or Two Gentlemen WANTED to complete 
the Club.—Apply by letter only to H. Esmond, 22, 
Earl-street, Finsbury-square, 
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DRAMATIC AND ELOCUTIONARY 
INSTITUTION. 
} rs. W. West (late of the Theatres Royal 


Drury Lane and Covent Garden) continues to 
give lessons in Elocution, and to prepare Pupils for 
the stage, at her residence, 26, Store-street, Bedford- 
square, 


Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 


street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
Ladies and Gentlemen engagedin amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr, May an order 
for an outfit ; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 

Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


THE STAGE. 
A Persons requiring a practical and 


thorough knowledge of The Dramatic Profession 
should apply at Miss Kelly’s Theatre, 73, Dean-st., 
Soho-square. ‘The only Establishment in London 
where instruction, combined with actual practice, 
can be obtained. Enquire for Mr. Shirley, daily 
from 12 to 1. A few vacancies for utility in the 
ensuing season for Ladies and Gentlemen. 





N.B. The theatre is now in course of decoration, 
and when finished it will be the handsomest minor 
theatre in London ; and after September Ist it can 
be had for benefits and amateur performances on 
reduced terms. 








THE STAGE. 
A Lady and Gentleman of Eminence in the 


Profession are desirous of forming an Amateur 
Dramatic Club, and purpose giving lessons in Elocu- 
tion and Stage Business. ‘Terms for which will be 
Two Shillings each lesson, It is also proposed to 
py a Tragedy, Farce, and Comedy, at a London 

‘heatre in the course of the ensuing season. Every 
care and attention will be paid to the proper ar- 
rangement of the performance. Amateurs wishing 
to join can do so by addressing Philos, care of Mr. 
Goddard, 54, Great Portland-street, W. 

To AMATEURS.—Wanted, Ladies and Gentlemen 
to take parts in “‘ Hamlet,” ‘‘ Captain’s not Amiss,’”’ 
and ‘* The Critic.’’ To come off during the ensuing 
month. Also, for the first week in November, 
** Love’s Sacrifice,” and two farces. Lessons given 
in Elocution and stage practice. Address, Philos, 
care of Mr. Goddard, publisher, Great Portland- 
street, W. 


DRURY DRAMATIC CLUB 
And School for the Stage. 
Hes for its aim the theoretical and _prac- 

tical instruction of Ladies and Gentlemen, 
desirous of mastering the Profession, and offering 
the great advantages of periodical rehearsals and 
yublic performances at two of the leading London 
Lheatres. First meeting will take place on October 
Ist, at 8 p.m., at the oflice, 16, Brydges-street, 
Covent Garden, when the attendance of all persons 
wishing further information is requested. 
Professor of Elocution, Mr, Adolphus Francis ; 
Sec., H. Seymour Carleton, to whom all communi- 
ations must be addressed, 





ECLECTIC AMATEUR THEATRE, 
J. FLEXMAN 


EGS to Announce to the Amateur Public 
that his Amateur Theatre is the best in London, 
having a raised stage—three feet six inches, six- 
teen feet wide, thirteen feet high, and thirty- 
three feet deep. Dressing rooms with every comfort 
for Ladies and Gentlemen, The Theatre to be Let 
on Moderate terms. 

Any Lady or Gentleman wishing to take parts in 
the pieces being made up, willplease to Apply at the 
Hall at any hour between 10 a.m. and 11 p.m., 18, 
Denmark Street, Crown Street, Soho. 

The Club next plays—‘ Belphegor,” ‘the Wreck 
Ashore,” ‘ Richard III.’’ a Farce, and Burlesque, 
oo which characters may be had by applying at the 

Tall, 

Any Lady or Gentleman wishing to become a 
member of the Eclectic Amateur Club, can do so by 
applying at the Hall at anytime. Terms, Gentlemen, 
ls. Gd. per week; Ladies, Free. The Club meet 
from 8 to 11. 

Manager, Mr. J. P. Brown. 

Costumier to the Theatre, Mr. Harrison, Bow-street. 

All communications (inclosing a stamp if an answer 
is required) to be addressed to J. Flexman, 18, Den- 
mark-street, Crown-street, Soho. 


HIGHBURY BARN. 
(Le Chateau de Fleurs de Londres.) 


(pen vet Evening —INSTRUMENTAL 

CONCERT at Seven o'clock. Dancing com- 
mences at Eight o’clock on the Leviathan. In the 
Hall on Wet evenings, Admission, before 7 o’clock 
Free. After 7 o’clock, 6d. On Sundays, by Re- 
freshment Card, 6d. 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 

High Holborn, 
(Formerly Casino de Venise), 


H*® Re-opened.—The Proprietor begs to 
announce the completion of the alterations, 
decorations, &c., of the above popular and splendidly 
appointed BALL-ROOM, which during the recess 
has undergone a complete renovation—is embellished 
in the most elaborate and elegant manner, in- 
cluding a new and beautifully painted ceiling, and 
is furnished in a novel and costly style ; and that it 
is Now Open for the Season, Every Evening in the 
Week. The justly celebrated Band, conducted by 
Mr. W. M. Packer, performs nightly a varied selec- 
tion of Operatic and Dance Music, including a new 
selection from Wallace’s ‘‘ Maritana’’; Quadrilles 
and Waltzes from Alfred Mellon’s Opera “ Victo- 
rine”; Jullien’s ‘* Last Waltz”; Montgomery’s 
““May Lilian” Schottische; T. Thompson’s 
“Guard of Honour” Lancers; Jolly’s ‘* Louisa 
Pyne Polka”; &c. Doors open at 8 o'clock, 
Overture at half-past 8, and close punctually at 12. 


Admission One Shilling, 











Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Twelve o’clock, 
by Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray’s Inn th Holborn, for the Proprietor, Mr. 
W.Besrow ; and sold by J.Allen, Warwick-lane ; Harris, 
Blackfriars-road; Purkess, 60, Compton-street, Soho? 
Lacy, Bookseller, Strand; J. G. Hoperoft, 14, Little 
Queen-street, Holborn; G. Purkess, Edgware-road ; 
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iar 16, Yardley-street, Wilmington Square, Clex- 
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